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Press Release 
ETC Group and HANetf Launch Europe’s First Metaverse ETF Tracking Solactive Index 

17 March 2022 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN – The Metaverse has already attracted billions of dollars of investment, with the 
potential of $8.3 trillion total consumer expenditure in the US alone and a potential market size of $12 trillion 
globally - according to banks, Morgan Stanley1 and Goldman Sachs2. Many big techs start to see this 
revolutionary concept as their next direction of development. Now Solactive is pleased to announce that 
HANetf and ETC Group have launched the first metaverse thematic ETF in Europe, the ETC Group Global 
Metaverse Equity UCITS ETF (ticker: METR), tracking Solactive ETC Group Global Metaverse Index (Net Total 
Return).  

The index constituents are a representation of companies that potentially stand to benefit from the adoption 
and use of technologies expected to grow and support the functioning of the metaverse, which includes 
augmented/virtual reality, creator economy, digital infrastructure, digital marketplace, gaming, and digital 
payments.  

The selection is done based on screening of publicly available information such as financial news, business 
profiles, and company publications using ARTIS®, Solactive’s proprietary natural language processing 
algorithm. Using keywords that describe the six index industry categories, ARTIS® identifies companies that 
have or are expected to have significant exposure to the provision of products and/or services that contribute 
to each industry category. 

METR will list on the London Stock Exchange on 17 March 2022 and will be passported for sale across Europe. 

Timo Pfeiffer, Chief Markets Officer at Solactive, commented: “Progressing technology and rising computation 
power are reshaping our daily lives. We are starting to see unimaginable worlds in virtual spaces, and the 
Metaverse is the next stage of this landscape. With our spirit of innovation, we aim at delivering the latest 
trends in investing and we are happy that ETC Group and HANetf share this mindset with us and launched such 
a cutting-edge product.” 

Bradley Duke, Founder and Co-CEO of ETC Group said: “The Metaverse has been hard for investors to avoid. It 
has gone from an obscure, theoretical idea to being variously described as everything from the evolution of 

 
1 https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/global-stock-trends-2022 
2https://www.goldmansachs.com/insights/pages/gs-research/framing-the-future-of-web-3.0-metaverse-edition/report.pdf  

http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
mailto:timo.pfeiffer@solactive.com
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://twitter.com/solactive
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
mailto:steffen.scheuble@solactive.com
http://www.solactive.com/
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
http://www.solactive.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/solactive
https://twitter.com/solactive
https://www.facebook.com/SolactiveAG/
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://www.xing.com/companies/solactiveag
https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/global-stock-trends-2022
https://www.goldmansachs.com/insights/pages/gs-research/framing-the-future-of-web-3.0-metaverse-edition/report.pdf


 

 

 
Timo Pfeiffer 
Chief Markets Officer 
+49 (69) 719 160-320   
timo.pfeiffer@solactive.com 
 

 

 

 

Steffen Scheuble  
CEO 
+49 (69) 719 160-20 
steffen.scheuble@solactive.com 

 

 

 www.solactive.com 

Maria Seifert  
PR & Communications 
+49 (69) 719 160-311 
maria.seifert@solactive.com 

 

Solactive AG 
German Index Engineering 
Platz der Einheit 1 
60327 Frankfurt am Main 
Germany 

 

    

virtual reality to the next iteration of the internet. Our ETF will allow investors to gain exposure to this exciting 
investment opportunity.” 

Hector McNeil, co-CEO and co-Founder of HANetf commented: “We are proud to have worked with ETC Group 
to provide another European market first, this time in the form of a Metaverse ETF. As Europe’s most extensive 
ETF issuer, this is an exciting fund to add to our roster. Our partnership with ETC Group has had a great track 
record so far, with the launch of the Digital Assets & Blockchain Equity UCITS ETF and some of Europe’s most 
liquid and most successful crypto physically backed ETCs.” 
 

For more information, please visit:  

http://www.solactive.com 

 

Note to editors 

About Solactive 

Solactive is a leading provider of indexing, benchmarking, and calculation solutions for the global investment 
and trading community. Headquartered in Frankfurt and with offices in Hong Kong, Toronto, Berlin, and 
Dresden, we innovate and disrupt the status quo as the partner of choice for our clients.  

The unique blend of our 250 staff’s expertise in data, data science, financial markets, and technology enables 
our clients’ continued success through the delivery of a superior experience, unique customization capabilities, 
and the best value for money available in the industry. With more than 20,000 indices calculated daily, we offer 
a full suite of solutions, including market-leading ESG and thematic indices. 

As at January 2022, Solactive served approximately 500 clients across the world, with approximately US$250 
billion invested in products linked to our indices. Solactive is registered with ESMA as a benchmark 
administrator and is supervised by the BaFin. 

Disclaimer 

The information in this document does not constitute tax, legal or investment advice and is not intended as a 
recommendation for buying or selling securities. Solactive AG and all other companies mentioned in this 
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document are not responsible for the consequences of reliance upon any opinion or statement contained 
herein or for any omission. 

Solactive AG, Platz der Einheit 1, 60327 Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Registered Office: Frankfurt am Main, 
Registration Court: Amtsgericht Frankfurt am Main, HRB: 79986, USt-IdNr.: DE 255 598 976. Management 
Board: Steffen Scheuble, Alexander Steiner, and Timo Pfeiffer, Head of Supervisory Board: Dr Felix Mühlhäuser. 
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