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Press Release 
Global X ETFs Releases Two Thematic ETFs on a Single Day Giving Investors Exposure to Clean 
Energy 
9 September 2021 
 
FRANKFURT AM MAIN – Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, renewable capacity in 2020 expanded by 260GW, an 
increase of more than 45% from 2019. Looming renewable energy policy deadlines are likely to push this growth 
even further. Motivation amongst investors to join the trend for thematic investment strategies remains high. 
 
As one of the key players in the field of thematic investing, Global X ETFs is releasing two new ETFs at the same 
time that track companies advancing solar and wind energy technologies expected to fight against global 
warming. The two ETFs are the Global X Solar ETF (RAYS), and the Global X Wind Energy ETF (WNDY). Both ETFs 
track underlying Solactive indices and started trading at Nasdaq on 9th of September, 2021.  
 
The Sun is at the center of the Solar System, radiating energy as a result of nuclear fusion. Solar energy is highly efficient 
and the most important energy source for life on Earth. According to the International Energy Agency’s forecast, around 
145GW of new Photo Voltaic expansion is expected in 2021, reaching a total of 270 GW. The Solactive Solar Index tracks 
the 50 most relevant companies in the solar energy business. Only companies with at least 50% of their revenues in the 
following segments are eligible for the inclusion: Solar Energy Materials, Solar Energy Systems & Components, Solar 
Power Production, Solar Technology, and Solar Power Installation, Integration & Maintenance. An exclusion approach 
based on UN Global Compact principles will be applied after the screening. 
 
The wind industry has likewise witnessed impressive growth in recent years. The Biden administration of the United 
States has set a 2030 plan for offshore wind energy infrastructure, which will push the demand of supplies to a new level. 
The global wind energy market was valued at USD 62.1 billion in 2019, and it is estimated that by 2027 the industry will 
be expanding at a growth rate of 9.3% each yeari. The Solactive Wind Energy Index tracks the top 25 pure-play wind energy 
companies which have at least 50% of their revenues from wind energy activities including: Wind Energy Systems, Wind 
Power Production, Wind Energy Technology, Wind Power Integration & Maintenance. An exclusion approach based on 
UN Global Compact principles will be applied after the screening. 
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All indices derive their constituents via Solactive’s proprietary natural language processing algorithm ARTIS®. 
ARTIS® is utilizing advanced algorithms to parse high volumes of public documents evaluating companies’ 
exposure to various themes or topics. The sophisticated procedure not only detects potential index 
constituents considering a firm’s exposure to a theme but also ranks its importance to the very subject or 
industry. In addition, both indices feature an ESG screening for compliance with UN Global Compact principles provided 
by the ESG provider Minerva Analytics Ltd. 
 
Timo Pfeiffer, Chief Markets Officer at Solactive, comments: “With energy on the rise, we are pleased to support 
combating climate change and Global X is leading the trend.” 
 
Sarah Wilson, CEO of Minerva Analytics, said: “As more investors consider how to embed the Sustainable Development 
Goals and Net Zero ambitions in their investment strategy, we congratulate Global X for showing how these funds can 
help make a positive contribution to SDGs 7 and 13, clean energy and climate change action.” 
 

For further information, please visit: www.solactive.com  

Note to editors 

About Solactive 
Solactive is a leading provider of indexing, benchmarking, and calculation solutions for the global investment 
and trading community. Headquartered in Frankfurt, and with offices in Hong Kong, Toronto, Berlin, and 
Dresden, we innovate and disrupt the status quo as the partner of choice for our clients. 
 
The unique blend of our 250 staff’s expertise in data, data science, financial markets, and technology enables 
our clients’ continued success through the delivery of a superior experience, unique customization capabilities, 
and the best value for money available in the industry. With more than 18,000 indices calculated daily, we offer 
a full suite of solutions, including market-leading ESG and thematic indices. 
 
As at August 2021, Solactive served approximately 450 clients across the world, with approximately US$250 
billion invested in products linked to our indices. Solactive is registered with ESMA as a benchmark 
administrator and is supervised by the BaFin. 
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Disclaimer 
The information in this document does not constitute tax, legal or investment advice and is not intended as a 
recommendation for buying or selling securities. Solactive AG and all other companies mentioned in this document are 
not responsible for the consequences of reliance upon any opinion or statement contained herein or for any omission. 

Solactive AG, Platz der Einheit 1, 60327 Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Registered Office: Frankfurt am Main, Registration 
Court: Amtsgericht Frankfurt am Main, HRB: 79986, USt-IdNr.: DE 255 598 976. Management Board: Steffen Scheuble, 
Christian Vollmuth and Timo Pfeiffer, Head of Supervisory Board: Dr Felix Mühlhäuser. 

 

 
i https://www.researchandmarkets.com/reports/5322195/wind-energy-market-by-type-and-end-user-global Wind Energy Market by 
Type and End-User: Global Opportunity Analysis and Industry Forecast, 2020-2027 
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