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Press Release 
Investing in the Developments of the Automotive Industry – CSOP Issues Smart Driving ETF 
Tracking Solactive Index 
13 August 2021 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN – Amidst the ongoing global Covid-19 crisis, two massive impacts on the automotive 
sectors can be observed in the short and the long term. While in 2020, mobility in both public and individual 
transportation came to a hard stop, car sales recently increased due to individuals’ desire for safe personal 
mobility. According to a recent report, amongst the most influential buyers in automotive, Chinese 
customers reignite global car sales,1 and with China’s growing middle class, these sales are expected to 
remain on a global top spot.2 With customers driving demand in the new generation of cars, major Hong 
Kong asset manager CSOP released the CSOP Global Smart Driving Index ETF (stock ticker: 3162.HK), 
tracking the Solactive Global Smart Driving Index. 

Innovation in the automotive market follows a path towards autonomous driving, electrification, and 
connectivity, which are expected to become status quo in the next decade. As the entire car industry needs to 
adapt to the changing demand of its future customers, the complete production chain and the usage of raw 
commodities have to move along, too. The CSOP Global Smart Driving Index ETF considers these forthcoming 
transformations of the automotive industry and includes companies. As the ETF’s underlying serves the 
Solactive Global Smart Driving Index. 

Solactive Global Smart Driving Index 

The Solactive Global Smart Driving Index is a representation of securities that could benefit from the 
technological progress in the automotive industry, which includes a magnitude of different industries ranging 
from raw material extraction to alternative fuel manufacturing to the development of auto interior comfort 
and safety electronics products. Therefore, the index includes over 20 industries that are directly related to 
the revolution of car mobility. For example, potential index constituents can operate as alternative energy car 
manufacturers, engage in lithium ore mining, or serve as multi-type car manufacturers. Eligible industries are 

 
1Source: forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2021/05/11/china-us-lead-global-auto-sales-recovery-lagging-europe-steers-electric-
charge/?sh=188836b27aab 
2 Source: Pew Research Center – pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/06/07/todays-electric-vehicle-market-slow-growth-in-u-s-faster-in-china-
europe/ 
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categorized via a common industry classification system. Furthermore, companies must be listed on one of 
the following exchanges: Hong Kong Stock Exchange, New York Stock Exchange, and NASDAQ, as well as 
Shanghai Stock Exchange and Shenzhen Stock Exchange, with a weight cap of 20% applied to the index 
components listed on the Shanghai Stock Exchange or Shenzhen Stock Exchange. The top 50 securities that 
meet the criteria by share class market capitalization rank are selected for index inclusion. 

Timo Pfeiffer, Chief Markets Officer at Solactive, comments: “Working with a client that shares Solactive’s 
aspiration for innovation and added value for investors is always very rewarding. Therefore, we are happy to 
work with CSOP again. The automotive industry is in a constant transformation, and many business models, 
which we are used to today, will change and create creative space for innovative and smarter transportation 
solutions such as electrified interconnected self-driving cars. 

Melody He, Managing Director, Head of Business Development, says: “We are delighted to list the CSOP Global 
Smart Driving Index ETF (3162.HK) on Hong Kong Stock Exchange (the “HKEX”). The partnership with Solactive 
was again very pleasing, and we are happy to provide global investors with an easy and transparent way to 
access the rapid developments in the evolution of smart driving. We cannot wait to develop new products with 
Solactive to meet the earnest investment requests we get from investors.” 

The CSOP Global Smart Driving Index ETF started trading on August 12th, on the HKEX. 

 

For more information please visit: http://www.solactive.com 
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Note to editors 
 

About Solactive 
Solactive is a leading provider of indexing, benchmarking, and calculation solutions for the global investment 
and trading community. Headquartered in Frankfurt, and with offices in Hong Kong, Toronto, Berlin, and 
Dresden, we innovate and disrupt the status quo as the partner of choice for our clients.  

The unique blend of our 250 staff’s expertise in data, data science, financial markets, and technology enables 
our clients’ continued success through the delivery of a superior experience, unique customization capabilities, 
and the best value for money available in the industry. With more than 18,000 indices calculated daily, we offer 
a full suite of solutions, including market-leading ESG and thematic indices. 

As at April 2021, Solactive served approximately 450 clients across the world, with approximately US$200 
billion invested in products linked to our indices. Solactive is registered with ESMA as a benchmark 
administrator and is supervised by the BaFin. 

 

Disclaimer 
The information in this document does not constitute tax, legal or investment advice and is not intended as a 
recommendation for buying or selling securities. Solactive AG and all other companies mentioned in this 
document are not responsible for the consequences of reliance upon any opinion or statement contained 
herein or for any omission. 

Solactive AG, Platz der Einheit 1, 60327 Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Registered Office: Frankfurt am Main, 
Registration Court: Amtsgericht Frankfurt am Main, HRB: 79986, USt-IdNr.: DE 255 598 976. Management 
Board: Steffen Scheuble, Christian Vollmuth, and Timo Pfeiffer, Head of Supervisory Board: Dr Felix 
Mühlhäuser. 
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